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1. Introduction

Sundanese, an indigenous language in Indonesia, is spoken in West Java and belongs to the family
of Austronesian languages. Austronesian is one of the two largest language families in the world. The
other language family is the Niger-Congo. Sundanese people form one of the largest ethnic groups in
Indonesia, the second one after the Javanese. There are around 32 million speakers of Sundanese
worldwide (Eberhard et al., 2019). One of the features of Sundanese is that it has speech levels. That is,
it has different levels of politeness. To elders, parents, and younger generations, the polite form is preferred.
When speaking to friends, a less polite speech is used. Impolite form of speech is only used when talking
to animals, but not humans (Van Syoc, 1959). Recently, there has been a noticeable impact on the use of
Sundanese speech levels by the younger generations which poses a threat to the stability of the language.
Many Sundanese families prefer to teach their children the dominant languages, Indonesian and English,
and gradually abandon their own native language (Indrayani, 2011). Wurm (2002) showed that a
language becomes unsafe when it is used by the younger generations in limited domains only, not in all
domains. In Wurm'’s terms, Sundanese would be considered unsafe and potentially an endangered
language as the youth preferred using the dominant languages, not their own. Alwasilah (2008) also
supported that most Sundanese people were showing negative attitudes towards their mother tongues.
Families showed a strong tendency towards teaching their children the ‘prestigious’ English language at
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the expense of their local languages (Zein, 2019). This, if continued, would pose a threat to the stability
of Sundanese and result in causing the language to become endangered.

This paper sheds light on the Sundanese language and presents a comprehensive phonological,
morphological, and syntactic analysis of Sundanese structures. The study aims to contribute to the
literature of the language by providing some linguistic characteristics. The study also aims to compare
the findings to what has been introduced in the literature regarding Sundanese linguistic characteristics.

In the literature on Sundanese, several studies have discussed syntactic, morphological, or discourse-
oriented aspects of Sundanese (e.g., Robins, 1965; Hardjadibrata, 1985; Bangga and Doran, 2021).
However, none of the previous works have included a focused and comprehensive analysis of syntactic,
morphological, and phonological features of the language based on a set of words or corpus. This study
aims to fill a gap and provide a comprehensive analysis including the phonology and phonotactic
constraints of Sundanese by investigating more than two hundred words of the Swadesh list. In particular,
the study aims to answer the following questions:

a) What are the phonotactic constraints of the Sundanese sound system?

b) How words, phrases, and sentences are formed in the language?

¢) How does the analysis of the data provided in this study differ from what has been introduced in the
literature on Sundanese?

Results presented here are expected to overlap quite significantly with previous studies in the field,
though with some differences. Considering that the current study has a descriptive nature, and to avoid
redundancy, the discussion of previous work on Sundanese will be saved for later and presented at the
end of the paper in the discussion section where relevance to previous findings will also be made.

2. Method

This research employs a descriptive analysis of collected data to investigate how sounds, words, and
sentences are structured in Sundanese. In particular, the analysis highlights the phonology, morphology,
and syntax of Sundanese.

2.1. Participants

Data of this study is based on the production of a single male linguist who is a native speaker of
Sundanese. The participant was born in Garut, a city located in the south of West Java, and spent his
childhood in Pangandaran. The participant speaks three languages fluently: Indonesian, Sundanese, and
English. He learned Indonesian at the age of six because it was the official language taught in schools
and started learning English at the age of thirteen.

2.2. Research instruments

Two hundred words of the Swadesh list (see Appendix) were recorded by the participant who was a
native speaker of Sundanese. The participant was asked to read the English word first, followed by its
equivalent in the Sundanese language. Then, the participant provided the singular and plural forms for
each word. Recordings were done using Praat software on MacBook. The microphone was placed 8”
inches to the side of the speaker’s mouth. Words and sentences were then transcribed and provided in
tables for analysis.

2.3. Procedures

The participant translated more than two hundred words of the Swadesh list into Sundanese and
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provided different sentences including these words. Data were then transcribed by the author and
revised by the participant for accuracy purposes. Structures were observed and analyzed and patterns
were highlighted to provide a thorough phonological, morphological, and syntactic analysis of
Sundanese. The phonological analysis covered the language inventory and highlighted some
phonological processes that took place in Sundanese. The morphological analysis covered the affixation
system that nouns, verbs, and adjectives underwent. Finally, the syntactic analysis investigated the
syntactic representations and word order of nouns and prepositional phrases, relative clauses, and passive
constructions in Sundanese.

3. Results

Results are presented below in three subsections: the phonology of Sundanese, the morphology of
Sundanese, and finally the syntax of Sundanese.
3.1. The phonology of Sundanese

3.1.1. Consonants

Based on the transcription of the data provided, Table 1 presents the consonants that are found in
the language inventory of Sundanese.

Table 1. Consonants of Sundanese.

Bilabial |Labiodental |Dental | Alveolar | Post-alveolar |Palatal |Velar Uvular  Glottal

Plosives P b t d k g ?
Nasal m n n |

Fricative s h
Affricates tf dz

Tap r

Lateral 1

Approximant w j w

Data included seven stops: the voiceless bilabial /p/, the voiced bilabial /b/, the voiceless alveolar
/t/, the voiced alveolar /d/, the voiceless velar /k/, the voiced velar /g/, and the voiceless glottal stop /
?/. Some consonants were found to be inserted in certain environments, such as the glottal stop /?/, and
the two glides /w/ and /j/. These environments will be discussed later when phonological processes are
considered.

Data also showed four nasal consonants: the bilabial /m/, the alveolar /n/, the palatal /n/, and the
velar /1/, two fricatives: the alveolar /s/ and the glottal /h/, two approximant glides /w/ and /j/, a trill
/r/ and a lateral /1/. Moreover, data included two affricates /tf/ and /d3/, as the following words show:

(1) tfopil ‘ear’
and3an ‘you’ (singular)
sutfa? ‘eye’
hid3i? ‘one’

All consonants of Sundanese are distinct phonemes. Consider the following examples of minimal
pairs or near-minimal pairs:
(2) Alveolars
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na.c? ‘to go up’
sa.e? ‘good’
ta.Un ‘year’
da.un ‘leaf’
ra.htt ‘swell’
la.wot ‘sea’

(3) Bilabials
pun.bijan  ‘mother’
bun.tut ‘tail’
ma.wut ‘die’
ba.pa? ‘father’

(4) Velars
ma.nuk ‘bird’
gu.nun ‘mountain’
?on.dog ‘egg’
tan.dok ‘horn’

(5) Glottal
?a.won ‘bad’
ha.limon  ‘fog’

(6) Palatals
nu.nah ‘bite’
u.jah ‘salt’

(7) The glide /w/:
?a.won ‘bad’
wa.dol ‘lie’
Consonant clusters are possible in Sundanese. Consider the following words:

(8) manehna? ‘he (singular)’
kandal ‘thick’
samplt ‘narrow’
uransararea? ‘we’
istri? ‘woman’
murankali? ‘child’
tankal ‘tree’

3.1.2. Vowels

There are ten distinct vowels of Sundanese as presented in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Vowel chart of Sundanese.

Consider the following minimal or near-minimal pairs:

(9) tun.kat ‘stick’
d3u.kut ‘grass’
st kit ‘sharp’
tfa.kot ‘near’
bun.duk ‘short’
tan.dok ‘horn’
le.tah ‘tongue’
li.per ‘Tliver’

nom.bah ‘wash’

num.bon ‘float’

tfa.li? ‘ear’

ta.li? ‘rope’

Acoustic analysis of the two vowels [o] and [U] show that they sound very similar with the
former being more rounded.

Vowel combinations are also possible in Sundanese. Consider the following words where the
diphthong /al/ is present:

(10) kat ‘wood’
Poral ‘snake’
nodzal ‘swim’

Vowel clusters are also common in Sundanese. Consider the following words:
(11) uragsararea? ‘we’

tfae ‘water’

3.2. Syllable structure

According to the data collected, most Sundanese words consist of two syllables. However, words
with one or more than two syllables are also acceptable. The minimum syllable structure that can exist in
Sundanese is V. Sundanese syllables can either be V, CV, VC, or CVC. Examples of each form are
provided below.

(12) v
itu? ‘that’
wjah ‘salt’
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(13) CV
li.ma? ‘five’
pt.lah ‘split’
(14) VC
on.kek ‘vomit’
is.tri? ‘woman’
(15) CVC
lam.bt? ‘mouth’

pam.pt? ‘smell’

Onsets seem to be optional, as shown in (16), where both first and second syllables with no onsets
exist in the data:

(16) a.kar ‘root’
a.gun ‘big’
o.pat ‘four’
wa.Us ‘tooth’
ta.Un ‘year’

There are some restrictions, however, on what segments can go in onset vs. coda positions in
Sundanese roots. In CV.CVC syllable structure, almost any consonant is allowed to occur as the onset of
either the first or second syllables, see Table 2. Only the glide /j/ does not appear as an initial onset in
CVC syllable structure.

Table 2. Sundanese onsets in initial and medial syllable structures.

Sounds Initial onset CV.CVC Medial onset CV.CVC Sounds Initial onset CV.CVC Medial onset CV.CVC

/t/ tan.dok le.tah /s/ sal.d3u? nd.sok
‘horn’ ‘tongue’ ‘snow’ ‘rub’
/k/ ko.lan su.ku? /d/ du.wa? bun.duk
‘what’ leg’ “two’ ‘short’
/n/ nu.d3vs bi.nih /h/ hi.d3i? nig.hap
‘stab’ ‘seed’ ‘one’ ‘breathe’
/m/ mas.ta.ka? i.mah /1/ li.ma? pt.lah
‘head’ ‘house’ ‘five’ ‘split’
/p/ pt.lah o.pat /tf/ tfe.1i? su.tfa?
‘split’ ‘four’ ‘ear’ ‘eye’
/b/ bun.duk kom.barg) /d3/ dzu.kut an.d3on
‘short’ ‘flower’ ‘grass’ ‘you’
/n/ nin.hap nu.nah /t/ ra.hit mu.ran.kali?
‘breathe’ ‘bite’ ‘swell’ ‘child’
/g/ gl.tih a.gur /i/ NA u.jah
‘blood’ ‘big’ ‘alt’
/n/ no.sok Nt.ghap /w/ waus ma.wut
‘rub’ ‘breathe’ ‘tooth’ ‘die’
/?/ Pon.dog bu.?uk
‘egg’ ‘hair’

Moreover, the coda position of the first syllable in CVC.CVC syllable structure or the first and second
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syllables in CV(C).CVC.CVC is/are restricted to nasals (17), and few other segments such as: /r/, /h/,
/1/ and /s/, as in (18) (these four words are the only ones found in the data that allow other segments to

exist as codas).

(17) bun.duk ‘short’
kom.barg ‘flower’
nip.hap ‘breathe’

(18) ma.neh.na? ‘he’
mas.ta.ka? ‘head’
sal.d3u? ‘snow’
ka.mirka.?an  ‘full’

Most segments, on the other hand, can occur as codas for final syllables in Sundanese roots, with
the exception of palatals /n/ and /j/, affricates /tf/ and /d3/, the voiced stop /b/, and the glide /w/.
Consider the following words:

(19) an.d3an you
hi.d3i? ‘one’
s9.7or ‘many’
d3u.kut ‘grass’
gi.tih ‘blood’
?on.dog ‘egg’
hi.rup ‘Tlive’
nu.d3us ‘stab’
kemban ‘flower’
u.jah ‘salt’
bun.duk ‘short’
mmam ‘eat’

3.3. Phonological processes
3.3.1. Dissimilation

The first phonological process observed in the data is dissimilation, where two sounds that are
similar become different. Dissimilation in Sundanese takes place when a word’s root contains the sound
/tr/. One of the possible ways of forming plurals in Sundanese is by inserting the infex /ar/ (few) or
/arar/ (many). However, when a word’s root has the sound /r/ in any position, /r/ dissimilates to /1/.
Consider the following examples:

(20) Singular Plural(few) Plural(many) Meaning
na.rik n-al-arik n-alal-arik ‘pull’
st.ri? s-al-fri? s-alal-ri? ‘laugh’
ko.tor k-al-otor k-alal-otor ‘dirty’
mi.kir m-al-ikir m-alal-ikir ‘think’
pa.lir p-al-alir p-alal-alir ‘flow’

3.3.2. Assimilation

It seems that the insertion of the plural markers few and many, (-ar) and (-arar) respectively, not only
dissimilates /r/ to /1/ when /r/ occurs anywhere in the root, but also assimilates to /al/ and /alal/ when
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/1/ starts a word. Data show that unlike /r/, the position of /1/ in a word’s root matters. That is, when
/1/ occurs word medially or finally, no changes take place (21). However, when /1/ occurs word initial,
a process of assimilation takes place (22). Consider the following examples:
(21) Singular Plural(few) Plural(many) Meaning

pt.lah p-ar-tlah p-arar-tlah ‘split’

mer).kol m-ar-€nkdl m-arar-enkal ‘turn’

Now consider the following examples where /1/ is initial:
(22) Singular Plural(few) Plural(many) Meaning

lampan l-al-ampan 1-alal-eampar ‘walk’

ltmis l-al-tmis l-alal-tmis ‘smooth’

3.3.3. Nasal assimilation

When floating nasal consonants (such as the prefix/-na/ or /-n/) are attached to verb roots in the
active form, the nasal segment assimilates with the first consonant of the root to share the same place of
articulation. In Sundanese, the passive form is formed by the attachment of the prefix /-di/ to the
underlying representation of the root. Thus, it is always helpful to consider the passive structure to explain
any phonological process that take place in the language. As indicated in the language inventory, there
are four nasal consonants in Sundanese /m/, /n/, /1/, and /n/. Examples for each case of nasal
assimilation is presented below.

When a root starts with a voiceless bilabial stop /p/, the association of a nasal consonant will
undergo an assimilation process and change to become a voiced nasal bilabial /m/ that shares the same
place of articulation as /p/. Consider the following example:

(23) The voiced nasal bilabial /m/ + /pikir/

mikir ‘think’

di-pikir passive form

Similarly, when a root starts with a voiceless alveolar stop /t/, the nasal prefix /na/ or /y/
assimilates and changes to the voiced alveolar nasal /n/, which shares the same place of articulation as
/t/, as presented in (24).

(24) The voiced alveolar nasal /n/ + /tala?/

Word Passive form Gloss

nala? di-tala? ‘see’

The voiced velar nasal /11/, on the other hand, undergoes assimilation when added to roots that start
with either the voiceless velar stop /k/ or the voiceless glottal stop /?/:
(25) The voiced velar nasal /1/ + /kupah/ and /?ampt?/

Word Passive form Gloss
nunah di-kupah ‘bite’
nampt? di-?ampt? ‘smell’
noalap di-?alap ‘wipe’

Similarly, the nasal consonant in the prefix /-1/ is changed to the voiced palatal nasal // when it
is added to roots that start with either the voiceless alveolar stop /s/ or the post-alveolar affricate /t[/.
Consider example (26) below.
(26) The voiced palatal nasal /n/ + /stphap/ and /tfiduh/

8



Forum for Linguistic Studies 2023; 5(3): 1945.

Word Passive form Gloss
Nighap di-stphap ‘breathe’
niduh di-tfiduh ‘spit’

Only one word in the data disagrees with this dissimilation process presented here, and that is the
word: /mmam/ ‘eat’, where the passive form is /di-mam/. For this word, the nasal /m/ is allowed to
occur as the first segment in the root in this exceptional case, and since it is the only word found in the
data, it is not possible to make a generalization.

3.3.4. Insertion

Insertion or epenthesis is observed in four environments in the Sundanese data. The first
environment is when the root of the verb starts with a vowel, a glottal stop is inserted when making the
passive form by adding the prefix di- plus a glottal stop. Consider the following example:
(27) Word Passive form Gloss

onkek di-?opkek ‘vomit’

Another environment of insertion takes place in open-syllable words. For such words, a glottal stop
is being inserted after the last vowel, as exemplified in (28).

(28) didije? ‘here’
ija? ‘this’
saha? ‘who’
hate? ‘heart’
lima? ‘five’
satu? ‘animal’
istri? ‘woman’

Moreover, a glottal stop is being inserted when two identical vowels occur in CV.VC syllable
structures. Consider the following words:

(29) bu?uk ‘hair’
Peret ‘drink’
tu?ur ‘knee’
kem1irka?an ‘full’
sa?or ‘many’

The last environment of insertion is observed in the data when plural forms are considered. One way
to form plurals is Sundanese is by reduplicating the first CV of the root and adding the suffix (-an) (more
discussion on plurals is provided in the morphology subsection). Three different consonants might be
inserted in the derived plural forms based on vowel quality: The glottal stop /?/, and it is usually inserted
as the coda for words that end with vowels, or used to separate two identical vowels, see (30):

(30) mastaka? ‘head’

mamastaka?an ‘heads’ [plural]

Second, the glide /j/ and it is usually inserted in words that end with the vowel /i/, see (31):
(31) tfali? ‘ear’
tfotfalijan ‘ears’ [plural]

Third, the glide /w/ and it is usually inserted in words that end with the high back vowel /u/.
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Consider the following words:

(32) suku? ‘leg’
susukuwan ‘legs’ [plural]
3.3.5. Vowel nasality

Sundanese vowels get nasalized after nasal consonants. This is the case with all vowels following or
preceding nasal segments. Here are some words that include nasal vowels due to nasality spread:
(33) nosok ‘rub’

Pani~n ‘wind’
sune~? ‘river’
nodszal ‘swim’

4. The morphology of Sundanese
4.1. Nouns

Nouns in Sundanese can either be singular or plural. There are two ways to make nouns plural in
Sundanese: a) reduplicate the first syllable CV of the root, then add it to the root and insert the suffix (-
an) (35), and b) insert the infix (-ar) ‘few’ or (-arar) ‘many’ after the first segment of the root if it starts
with a consonant, or as a prefix at the beginning of the root if it starts with a vowel (36).

(34) Singular Plural Gloss
buwah bu-buwah-an “fruit’
tunkat tu-tupkat-an ‘stick’

(35) Singular Plural(few) Plural(many) Gloss
wani w-ar-ani Ww-arar-ani ‘night’
gunun g-ar-unur) d-arar-unun ‘mountain’
onkek ar-opkek arar-onkek ‘vomit’
ebug ar-ebug arar-ebug ‘sleep’

To indicate Agentive nouns, nouns that do the action described by verbs, the word tukan must
precede the noun to modify it, see examples below.

(36) tukan tfau?
modifier banana ‘banana seller’
tukarn nakar
modifier teacher ‘teacher’
tukar golut
modifier fighter ‘fighter’

An interesting observation of this study is on the attachment of the suffix (-na), a possessive marker,
to nouns to indicate possessiveness for the third person only, unless if it is followed by the first-person
singular pronoun sim kuriy to indicate the first singular pronoun ‘my’. Consider the following example
where the singular possessive marker (-na) is attached to the word tapkal ‘tree’:

(37) tankal sim kurin
tree-possessive  my
‘My tree’
tankal-na sim kurin
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tree-possessive  my (owned by me)
‘My tree’

Or just:

(38) tankal-na
tree-possessive
‘His/Her tree’

In example (38), the possessive marker (-na) is attached to the noun with no other pronouns
following it. Thus, the meaning is understood to be for the third person pronouns only.

Now consider the same sentences for the plural word ta-tankal-an ‘trees’ where the possessive marker
/-na/ becomes nana for noun-possessive marker agreement: (note that the first syllable is reduplicated
for plurality).

(39) ta-tapkal-an sim kurin
tree-(plural) my

‘My trees’

ta-tapkal-an-nana sim kurin (more definite)
tree(plural)- possessive my (owned by me)

‘My trees’

Or just:

(40) ? ta-tankal-an-nana
tree(plural)-possessive
‘His/Her trees’

But not:
(41) * ta-tankal-an-na sim kurin

Furthermore, the previous examples show that there must be an agreement of nouns and possessive
markers; that is, the singular possessive marker /-na/ must be attached to singular nouns, and the plural
possessive marker /nana/ must be attached to plural nouns. Violations of this rule lead to ungrammatical
sentences (41).

Not only agreement is important here, but also the order of the plural circumfix (reduplicated
syllable+root+an) and the possessive marker /nana/. The plural possessive marker /nana/ must always
follow the circumfix, and never precede it or even precede a portion of it. Consider the following:

(42) ta-tapkal-an-nana sim kurin
tree(plural)-Possessive my (owned by me)
‘My trees’

(43) * ta-tankal-nana-an sim kurin
tree(plural)-Possessive my (owned by me)
‘My trees’

A final point to make here about nouns is the Subject-Verb agreement. Nouns in Sundanese must
always agree with verbs; that is, singular subjects require singular verbs, and plural subjects require plural
verbs, as the following examples indicate.

(44) gogog lumpat di imah
dog-singular run-singular in house

‘The dog runs inside the house’

11
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(45) sa?ar gogog lu-lumpat-an di imah
many-plural dog run-plural in house
‘The dogs run inside the house’

(46) *gogog lu-lumpat-an di imah
dog-singular run- plural in house
‘The dog runs inside the house’

Example (46) shows that it is ungrammatical to have a singular subject followed by a plural verb.
Similarly, nouns must also agree in number with adjectives. See (47) and (48) below.
(47) Plural nouns and adjectives:

i?-imah-an anu b-al-erasih

house-SUF (plural) that-REL clean-Infix(plural)

‘Many houses are clean’
(48) Singular nouns and adjectives:

imah anu barasih

house(singular) that-REL clean-Adj(singular)

‘A clean house’

4.2. Adjectives

Sundanese adjectives can also be singular or plural. Consider the following examples:
(49) Singular adjectives

bodas ‘white’
basih ‘wet’
birtm ‘red’
puruk ‘rotten’

(50) Plural adjectives
Plural (few) Plural (many) Gloss

b-ar-odas b-arar-odas ‘white’
b-ar-asih b-arar-asih ‘wet’
b-ar-trim b-arar-trim ‘red’
p-al-uruk p-alal-uruk ‘rotten’

Example (50) shows that adjectives can be pluralized by the infixation of (-ar/al) or (-arar/alal) after
the first consonant of the word.

Moreover, to form verbs that are derived from adjectives (e.g., ‘to become’), the circumfix (na + Adj
+ an) is used. Note, however, that no objects must be present with this circumfix, as shown in the
following sentences:
(51) imah-na Abul na-bodas-an

house-Possessive name to become (causative)-white

‘Abul’s house becomes white’
(52) bal na- birtm-an

ball to become (causative)-red

‘The ball becomes red’

The attachment of the possessive marker /-na/ to the word imah in example (51) indicates that it
refers to the third person, which happens to be ‘Abul’ in this sentence or just ‘his/her house’ when no
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overt noun is present.

However, for causative forms, a different circumfix is used (na + Adj + ktn). This circumfix, which
indicates the meaning of ‘to make something be something’, requires an object following it. Consider the
following example where square brackets indicate optionality:

(53) sim kurip ~ pa-bodas-ktn imah-na [Abul]
I to make(causative)-white house-Possessive name
‘T make Abul’s house white’

Comparative and superlative adjectives are of another case. To form comparative adjectives, the
word lapkun must precede the adjective. As shown in (54) and (55) below:

(54) bal birtm Vs. bal lapkun btrtm
ball red ball comparative redder
‘The ball is red’ ‘The ball is redder’

(55) bad3iy bodas vs. bad3in-na  lapkun bodas
squirrel white squirrel-the comparative white
‘A squirrel is white’ ‘The squirrel is whiter’

Interestingly, the suffix /-na/ that is attached to the word bad3in-na ‘squirrel’ in example (55) differs
from the possessive marker /-na/. /-na/ as it is used in example (55) serves a different function, and that
is to refer to a specific entity. In other words, ‘a specific squirrel’ compared to bad3in ‘a squirrel’.

Furthermore, when comparing one item to another, the circumfix (lankun + Adj + ti batan) is used.
Consider the following examples:

(56) A lapkun gtlis ti  batan B
name more- comparative  beautiful than- comparative name
‘A 1s more beautiful than B’

(57) bad3in lankuy bodas ti  batan sim kurin
squirrel more-comparative white than-comparative me

‘A squirrel is whiter than me’

On the other hand, to form superlative adjectives, the circumfix (pan+adj+na) is attached. Consider
the following:

(58) imah  anu papg bodas-na
house that superlative  white-superlative
‘The whitest house’
(59) imah  anu papg agan-na
house that superlative big- superlative
‘The biggest house’
(60) bal-na Abul  pap birtm-na

ball- Possessive name  superlative red-superlative
‘The reddest ball is Abul’s’

4.3. Verbs

Just like nouns and adjectives, plural verbs are formed by the insertion of (ar) ‘few’ and (arar) ‘many’
or their alternations (al) and (alal), respectively. In roots that start with consonants, (ar) and (arar) are
inserted after the first consonants (61). On the other hand, when roots start with vowels, (ar) and (arar)
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are prefixed to the roots (62):
Singular Plural(few) Plural(many) Gloss

(61) mawut m-ar-awut  ma-arar-awut ‘die’
nali? n-ar-ali? n-arar-ali? ‘tie’

(62) onkek ar-onkek arar-onkek ‘vomit’
€bug ar-ebug arar-ebug ‘sleep’

Morphemes can be attached to Sundanese verbs to indicate different meanings and functions. For
example, among the different functions of the suffix /-an/ in Sundanese, it can be added to the active
form of verbs to indicate repetition:

(63) words word + (-an) Gloss

(once) (more than once)

Napu?  papuw-an ‘sweep’
MESEr meser-an ‘buy’
mtlah mtlah-an ‘split’

However, the addition of this suffix requires verbs to be plural or to have plural objects (64). If the
meaning is intended for a singular object, then /-an/ must not be attached to the verb (65).

(64) sim kurin ~ piksa?-an dzalmi
I hurt-repeat people (plural)
‘T hurt people many times’

(65) * sim kuriny piksa?-an Katie
I hurt-repeat name-(singular)

‘T hurt Katie many times’

Moreover, the attachment of the suffix /-an/ requires verbs to have complements; otherwise, the
sentence will be ungrammatical. Consider the following example:

(66) sim kurin ~ marasih-an imah-na nini
I clean(active)-suffix house-Possessive grandma
‘I clean grandma'’s house’

(67) sim kuriy ~ pinum-an tfai
I drink(active)-suffix water

‘T drink water’

But not:
(68) * sim kuriy marasih-an
* sim kuriy)y pinum-an

Imperative verbs are formed by using the underlying root of the verb when no argument is required,
or when the verb is followed by one argument only. For example:
(69) pasak!
cook-imperative
‘Cook’
(70) pasak kango Dbapa
cook-imperative for father
‘Cook for father’
(71) pasak lauk
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cook-imperative fish
‘Cook fish’

However, when there are two arguments following the verb, a suffix /-ktn/ must be attached to the
verb, see (72):

(72) pasak-kin lauk kango bapa
cook (imperative)-suffix  fish for father
But not:

(73) *pasak lauk kango Dbapa

In (72), there are two arguments following the imperative verb pasak ‘cook’: the direct object lauk
‘fish’, and the prepositional phrase kango bapa ‘for father’. Thus, the suffix /-ktn/ is attached. The same

sentence will be ungrammatical if /-kin/ is not attached to the root of the verb, as shown in (73).

The benefactive verbs in Sundanese are formed in two ways depending on the position of the direct
and the indirect objects, (DO) and (I0), respectively. The first way is formed following this structure: S V
(active) DO [kango IO]. This structure shows that when the direct object immediately follows the verb,
the active form of the verb is used along with the word kango ‘for’ that should precede the indirect object,
as exemplified in examples (74) and (75).

(74) and3tn parantos masak lauk kango sim kuriy
you past cook-active fish-do for-preposition  me-io
“You cooked fish for me’

(75) sim kurin ~ meser atfuk kango and3in
I buy(active) clothes for-preposition you

‘I bought clothes for you’

The second way to form benefactive verbs is by the insertion of the circumfix [man + V(active) + k
tn] when the benefactor appears between the verb and the direct object, following this structure: S man-
V(active)-kin IO DO:

(76) and3tn parantos man-masak- kin sim kurin  lauk

you past benefactive -cook-benefactive me-io fish-do
“You cooked me a fish’

Moreover, with this benefactive circumfix, it is ungrammatical to use kango ‘for’ to refer to
the benefactor, as shown in (77) below:
(77) *sim kurin  man-doron-kin korsi  *kango Katie

I benefactive-push-benefactive  chair  for name

‘I push the chair for Katie’

Data also show that this circumfix is only used with verbs:
(78) man + V + kin
man + masak + kin ‘cook’
man + doron + kin  ‘push’
Moreover, when an intransitive verb is used where only IO appears in a prepositional phrase

preceded by kango, the following simple structure is used: S V(active) [kango I0]. See examples below:
(79) Amy nahlin kango kaluwargi-na
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name sing(active) for family- possessive
‘Amy sings for her family’

(80) and3tn parantos masak kango sim kuriy
you past cook- active for me

“You cooked for me’

Finally, to express the causative form of verbs in Sundanese, the word miwarap ‘make’ is
used before both the verb in its active form and the object of the sentence. Here are some examples:

(81) sim kuriy ~ miwarar Jolio MmeSEr atfuk
I make(causative) name-do buy(active) clothes
‘T make Jolio buy clothes’

(82) sim kurin  miwaran and3tn mtlah kadu
I make(causative) you- do split(active) durian

‘T make you split durian’

5. The syntax of Sundanese
5.1. Noun phrases (INPs)

In NPs, nouns always precede all other determiners, adjectives, genitives, and possessive pronouns.
Below are examples for each case.
(83) Determiners:

a. buku 1j9

book this

‘This book’

b. atfuk nu sanesna
clothes other

The other clothes’

c. istri eta

woman that(nearby)

‘That womam’
d.dibumi itu

house that (further way)
‘That house’
(84) Adjectives:
a. bal btrtm
ball red-adjective
‘The red ball’
b. bal tabih
ball far-adjective
‘The ball is far’

(85) Possessive pronouns:
a. kaluwarga sim kurir
family I-possessive
‘My family’
b. kamid3 and3ina
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shirt his-possessive
‘His shirt’
(86) Genitives:
a. tagkal-na
tree-possessive
‘His/Her tree’
b. imah nini
house grandmother

‘Grandmother’s house’

Numbers and agentive modifiers, on the other hand, do not follow this rule; that is, they precede
other nouns:
(87) Numbers:

a. dua d3almi
two people
‘Two people’

b. sa?er dzalmi
many people
‘Many people’

(88) Agentive Modifiers:
a. tukan golut
Modifierfighter
‘Fighter’

b. tukan tfau?
Modifier banana
‘Banana seller’

5.2. Prepositional phrases (PPs)

In the data of this study, there are seven Sundanese prepositions as listed in (89):
(89) Preposition Gloss

ka ‘to’
ku ‘by’
kango ‘for’
di ‘in/at’
ti ‘from’
saran ‘with’

to disarapan ‘without’

Similar to NPs, prepositions always precede nouns, noun phrases, and any modifiers of the noun
phrases. Consider the following examples:

(90) sim kurinp ~ didije? di sakala
I here at school
‘T am at school’

(91) buku  ije? kango Amy
book  this for name
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‘This book is for Amy’

(92) apartomen  sim kurin di handap-tn apartomen and3tn
apartmen  my-possessive  at below-suffix  apartment your
‘My apartment is below yours’

Moreover, the preposition di ‘in/at’ precedes a set of adverbs to indicate location, see (93).
(93) di labat/ na labat ‘inside’

di handap-tn ‘under/below’
di sabudtr-tn ‘around’
di luhur-tn ‘on (top of)/above’

The appearance of all these listed adverbs is always associated with the preposition di in the data, as
the following sentences show:
(94) sim kurin  nud3u aja di labat bas

I am exist inside bus

‘I am on a bus’
(95) utfin  aja di handaptn kotak

cat exist under box

‘The cat is under the box’

The adverb di luhur-in indicates the meaning of ‘something is on top of something else’. The
underlying root luhur is attached to the suffix /-tn/, which also appears in other adverbs like handap-tn
and sabudtr-in. Note that when the root luhur appears as a verb or a verb-like, different suffixes are
attached to it. See (96) below:

(96) Katie  na-luhur-an Abul  kango syntax
name  active-root-active name for syntax

‘Katie gets higher grade than Abul in Syntax’

In several sentences in the data, the word aja ‘exist/here’ shows up before prepositions, see (97) and
(98). The presence of aja is important; otherwise, the meaning will not be conveyed.
(97) and3tnaaja di pasar

She exist at market

‘She is at the market’
(98) sim kurin ~ aja di sakala

I exist at school

‘T am here at school’

The word aja, which denotes the meaning of existence, seems to appear in sentences with no main
verbs around; however, this is not consistent as there are instances where neither main verbs nor aja
appear in a sentence (99). Thus, the presence of this word remains unknown.

(99) lampu  di luhur-tn and3tna
light under you

‘The light is above you’

Interestingly, the word aja must agree with the subject in terms of number. In other words, singular
subjects require singular form of aja, and plural subjects require plural form of aja. Since the word aja
starts with a vowel, the infix (ar/arar) is prefixed to the word, instead of inserted. Consider the following
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example:

(100)

(101)

simut aja di sabudtr-in and3in

blanket exist in around-suffix you

‘The blanket is around you’

s-ar-imut arar-aja di sabudtr-in and3in
blanket-(plural) (plural)-exist in-around-suffix you

‘The blankets are around you’

A final point to mention here is the use of t8 to indicate negation in Sundanese. Two words in the

data are found to function as negation markers ‘not’: hanta and ta. The former is used with verbs and

adjectives, (102) and (103), while the latter only appears with the preposition t8 disaranan ‘without’ (104).

(102)

(103)

(104)

and3tna hanta d3ankun

he not-negation tall-adjective

‘He 1s not tall’

and3tna hanta sumpin

he not-negation come-verb

‘He doesn’t come’

and3tna uwih ka bumi t8 di-sareg-an ku John
she g0 to home not be accompanied by name

‘She went home without him’

5.3. Declarative sentences

Sundanese is an SVO language. That is, subjects always precede verbs and objects while prepositional

phrases or complements follow verbs. See examples below:

(105)  sim kurin masak
I cook
‘T cook’

(106)  (106) sim kuriy masak lauk
I cook fish-do
‘T cook fish’

(107)  (107) sim kuriy  masak lauk kango Katie
I cook fish-do [for namelio
‘T cook fish for Katie’

(108)  (108) and3in parantos naduruk kai
she past burn wood-do
‘She burned the wood’

5.3.1. Reflexives

There are six different reflexive pronouns in Sundanese. Reflexives are always followed by the word

nalira, which means ‘self”’.

(109)

Reflexives Gloss
and3tn palira ‘yourself’
and3tn salarea ‘yourselves’
sim kurin halira ‘myself’
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and3tna halira ‘herself/himself’
ararand3tna palira/ ‘themselves’
maranehna halira

Nalira ‘itself” (things)
soranan ‘itself” (non-humans)

In the data collected, same personal pronouns that function as the main subject of the sentence are
repeated and followed by the word palira to indicate reflexiveness in Sundanese. Here are some examples:
(110)  and3tna parantos nad3ar and3ina palira piano

she past teach she self-reflexive piano
‘She taught herself the piano’
(111)  and3ina resep arios parkawis and3ina palira

he love to talk about he self-reflexive
‘He loves talking about himself’

Interestingly, two other words that indicate the reflexive meaning ‘self’ are found in the data: soranan
and diri. The participant indicated that both words halira and diri are reflexives of people (112) while

the word sorapan is used for non-humans (113).

(112)  sim kurin nananari diri sim kurin nalira
I hurt self-reflexive I self-reflexive
‘T hurt myself’

(113)  utfin  sim kurin nud3u gagaro soranan
cat my progressive  scratch self-reflexive

‘My cat is scratching itself’

The only difference found between the reflexives alira and diri is that palira follows the pronoun
it describes while diri always precedes it. It even precedes the word palira when both occur in one
sentence, See (112).

Furthermore, when reflexives refer to objects ‘things’ like the word masin ‘machine’, for example,
only the reflexive word palira is used with no repeated pronouns. Consider the following example:

(114)  masin partm palira pas parantos atosan
Machineswitch  off self-reflexive past finish

‘The machine switches itself off when it’s finished’.

Another interesting observation on reflexives is the use of intensive pronouns. When reflexives are
used as intensive pronouns, reflexives must appear at the beginning of the sentence followed by a relative
clause to indicate the meaning of ‘myself is the one who made this’, as exemplified below:

(115)  simkurip  palira anu parantos nadamal kue ij9
I self that-relative past make cakethis
‘T myself made this cake’.
(116) maranehna palira anu di-nanari
they self that- relative passive-hurt(intensive)
‘They themselves were hurt’.
(117)  wurag salarea anu parantos nawanun imah  ij8
we that- relative past build house this
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“We ourselves built this house’.

5.3.2. Passive construction
As indicated earlier in the morphology part, the passive form of the verb is formed by attaching the
prefix (di-) to the underlying root, see (118):
(118)  and3tn di-doroy
you passive -push
“You are pushed’

The presence of the agent ku sim kuriy ‘by me’ following the verb di-doroy is optional. Also, it is
optional to have compliments.
(119)  and3tn di-doroy [ku sim kurin]  [ka solokan]
you passive-push by-PREP me-agent to ditch
“You were pushed [by me] [to the ditch]’

There are different affixes that are attached to the verb in its passive form. The first of which is the
suffix /-an/. When it is added to the passive verb, the presence of agents becomes obligatory (120).
Absence of agents in such cases will render ungrammatical sentences (121).

(120)  and3in di-dorop-an ku sim kurin [ka solokan]
you passive-push-suffix =~ by me-agent to ditch
“You were pushed by me [to the ditch]’

But not:
(121)  *and3in di-dorogp-an [ka solokan]
you passive-push-suffix to ditch

“You were pushed [to the ditch]’

Another important suffix that can be added to the verb in the passive form is the suffix /-ktn/. The
addition of this suffix requires the sentence to have a locative complement. Unlike the suffix /-an/, the
presence of the agent here is optional.

(122)  and3tn di-dorop-kin ka solokan [ku sim kurin]
you passive-push-suffix ~ to ditch by me-agent
“You were pushed to the ditch [by me]’

But not:
(123)  * and3tndi-doron-kin [ku sim kurip]
you passive-push-suffix =~ by me- agent

“You were pushed [by me]’

Similarly, the passive benefactive structure is formed by adding the prefix /di-/ to the root of the
verb, and the presence of the agent is optional here, as exemplified in (124).
(124) lauk parantos di-pasak [ku sim kurin] kanggo Katie
fish past passive -cook by me for name
‘The fish was cooked (by me) for Katie’

However, when the circumfix (di + root + an) is used for passive form, the presence of the
agent becomes obligatory, see (125).
(125)  lauk parantos di-pasak-an ku simkurin  kango Katie
fish past passive-cook-suffix by me for name
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‘The fish was cooked (by me) for Katie’

(126)  *lauk  parantos di-pasak-an kango Katie
fish past passive-cook-suffix  for name
‘The fish was cooked for Katie’

Furthermore, to form passive with benefactive verbs, the circumfix (di + pan + V(active) + kin) is
used, see (127). Note that the occurrence of the suffix /ktn/ with the passive form requires a complement:
(127)  and3tn di-pan-masak-ktn lauk ku sim kurip

you passive-benefactive-cook-benefactive fish by me
“You were cooked a fish by me’

Another important issue to be covered here is the difference between passive verbs in terms of
intentional vs. accidental events. To indicate the accidental form of the passive forms, the prefix /ka-/ is
attached instead of /di-/. Consider the following accidental passive verbs:

(128)  maranehna Jalira anu ka-nonari
they self that-relative accidental-hurt
‘They themselves were hurt’ (Accidentally)
(129) ramo  sim kurin ka-poton
finger my- possessive accidental-cut
‘My finger got cut’
Now consider the same examples with intentional passive verbs:
(130) maranehna Jalira anu di-nanari
they self that-relative intentional-hurt
‘They themselves were hurt’ (Intentionally)
(131) ramo  sim kurin di-potor

figer my-possessive intentional-cut
‘My finger was cut’

5.3.3. Temporal adverbs

Temporal adverbs are adverbs that immediately precede main verbs or sometimes adjectives to
indicate the time reference for the event in the sentence. Each tense has its own temporal adverbs in
Sundanese. To indicate the past tense in Sundanese, the adverb parantos is used, as exemplified below:
(132)  sim kuriy parantos masak

I PAST cook(ACTIVE)
‘I cooked’
(133)  sim kuriy parantos babarasih  kango kaluwarga sim kuriy
I PAST clean for family I-POSSESSIVE

‘T cleaned for my family’

However, when adjectives are involved, the temporal adverb kapunkur is used, instead, to indicate
the past time of the event:
(134) maranghna kapunkur  bagd3a

they were-PAST  happy-ADJECTIVE
‘They were happy’

(135)  imah kapunkur  bodas
house was-PAST ~ white-ADJECTIVE
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‘The house was white’

The temporal adverb nud3u, on the other hand, is used to refer to the progressive form of verbs in
Sundanese. Consider the two following examples:

(136) simkurip  nud3u masak ajtna
I PROGRESSIVE Cco0k(ACTIVE) now
‘T am cooking now

(137)  sim kuriy nud3u babarasih
I PROGRESSIVE clean(ACTIVE)

‘T am cleaning’

For the future tense, there are two adverbs used: bade and bakal. The only difference between the
two is that the former is used to refer to immediate or near future actions (138) and (139), and the latter
is used for later or far future actions (140) and (141).

(138) simkurin  bade babarasih
I FUTURE clean
‘T will clean now’
(139)  sim kurin bade masak
I FUTURE cook
‘T will cook now’
(140)  sim kurin  bakal di-rtwas-kin ku impenanand3in
I FUTURE PASSIVE-surprise-SUFFIX by dream your
‘I will be surprised by your dream’
(141)  sim kurin bakal masak mingon pajun
I FUTURE cook(ACTIVE) next week

‘T will cook next week’

5.3.4. Relative clauses

The word anu ‘that/who/which’ is used to indicate relative clauses in Sundanese. It immediately
follows the subject/object it relativizes. There are different structures of relatives depending on whether
subjects or objects are being relativized. Only three possible structures of relative clauses are found in the
data collected:

(142)  Relative clause structures
a.S \'% O; [S V ]
b.S V O [t vV O]
¢S [V O] V O

In (142a), the object of the main clause is relativized to become the object of the relative clause. A
topicalization takes place where the object of the relative clause is fronted to become the subject of the
clause. In such case, two ways are possible to from the relative clause:

(143)  Object of the main clause is relativized, object in relative clause
a. anu + di(passive)-V(root) + ku + agent (pronoun)
b. anu + agent(pronoun) + V(root)
*but not agent(noun) + V(root)

Consider the following examples that illustrate these two structures, respectively:
(144) simkurip  hojoy ningal imah [anu di-wapun kuand3in]
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I want see house that-relative passive-build by you
(145) simkurip  hojoy ningal imah [anu ku and3tn wanun]
I want see house that-relative by you build

‘T want to see the house that you built’

But not:
(146)  *simkurin hojonp  niggal imah [anu ku bapa wanun]
I want see house that-relative by  father-noun build

‘T want to see the house that the father built’

The second relative clause structure, as illustrated in (142b), shows that the object of the main clause
is relativized to become the subject of the clause. In this case, the word anu immediately follows the object
of the main clause, and it must be followed by the verb and a complement if the verb has a transitive
nature. Consider the following examples:

(147)  sim kurin hojoy MESET lauk [anu nod3ai na  tereh  pisan]
I want to buy fish that- relative swim it very fast
‘I want to buy the fish that swims very fast’

(148) simkuriny toran  Gurusorat [anu nerat buku 1j9]
I know  secretary who write  book this

‘I know the secretary who wrote this book.’

The third and last structure of Sundanese relative clauses, as illustrated in (142c), occurs when the
subject of the main clause is relativized to become the subject of the relative clause. In this case, the word
anu comes right after the main subject followed by an obligatory verb and an object, if required:

(149)  istri [anu horat buku 1j9] biasa sumply ka imah sImkurin
woman that write book this usually come to  house my
‘The woman who wrote this book usually comes to my house.’
(150) lalaki [anu nuwaran tapkal simkurin] lingih di bumi itu
man that cut tree my live in house that
‘The man who cut my tree lives in that house.’

A final point to make here is that both nouns and adjectives can be relativized in Sundanese. Noun
phrases are relativized to indicate possessiveness (151) while adjectives are relativized to
distinguish between intentional vs. unintentional actions (152).

(151)  imah-na Katie
house-possessive name
‘Katie’s house’

Becomes:
imah-na anu Katie
house that-relative name

‘Katie’s house’ literally (The house that is Katie’s)
(152) simkurin  nulak korsi  agapy

I push chair  big
‘I pushed a big chair’
Becomes:
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sim kurin  nulak korsi  anu agoy
I push  chair that-relative big
‘I pushed the chair that is big’

6. Discussion

Regarding the three research questions of the study, the results’ section provided detailed answers to
the first two questions about the phonotactic constraints of the Sundanese sound system, and the
formation of words, phrases, and sentences. The current discussion section will address the third
question by providing an interpretation of the current study’s findings and their relevance to the findings
of previous work on Sundanese.

Phonologically, all the consonants found in the data were distinct phonemes, except for the glottal
stop that was found to be inserted in certain environments. In Sundanese, glottal stops were inserted in
three environments: at the beginning of words that start with vowels, at the end of words that end with
vowels, and in the middle of some words to separate two identical vowels. As for vowels, data showed
that, unlike previous findings that viewed the two vowels as distinct, the two vowels [0] and [0] were
acoustically similar with the former being more rounded. Regarding consonant and vowel clusters, data
showed that both were allowed in Sundanese. Anderson (1972) explained that consonant clusters were
not common in Sundanese, but he did not deny the possibility of their existence. Data from this study,
although limited, showed that many words in Sundanese had clusters. This finding contradicts the claim
of Anderson regarding the uncommonness of consonant clusters in the language.

Some phonological processes such as assimilation and dissimilation were observed in the data when
nasals or plural markers (-ar and -arar) were involved. Particularly, when words contained approximants
or nasal consonants. Data also showed that nasal consonants affected the following and preceding vowels
due to nasality spread. Similarly, Anderson (1972) discussed nasality spread in his study and showed that
nasality spread to affect all vowels following the nasalized consonant when a word contained a nasal
consonant. Sometimes, the spread extended to affect vowels of adjacent syllables. He supported this
claim by citing examples from (Robins, 1957, p. 91):

(153)  a. maro [maro] ‘to halve’
b. maneh [mane~h] ‘you’
c. hiar [ni~ar] ‘to seek’
d. naian [nai~an] ‘to wet’

Most Sundanese words consist of two syllables. However, words with one or more than two syllables
were allowed in the language. The minimum syllable structure that could exist in Sundanese was V.
Hanafi (1997) and Miiller (2001), among others, agreed with this finding. Almost any consonant is
allowed to occur as an onset except for the glide /j/. Moreover, the coda position of the first and second
syllables in Sundanese are restricted to nasals, and a few other segments in the language. Due to the
limited set of data, other studies were observed to check consistency. Van Syoc (1959) confirmed that
restrictions on consonants applied in Sundanese where certain sound combinations were not allowed in
the language.

Morphologically, Wessing (1976) explained that all Sundanese nouns, verbs, and adjectives could be
pluralized. He showed that nouns were pluralized by reduplication while adjectives and verbs were
pluralized by the infixation of (-ar/al). He added that only a few nouns like mass nouns could be
pluralized using the same infixes of verbs and adjectives. However, data collected in this paper
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contradicted this finding. Most Sundanese nouns, if not all, were pluralized by the infixations of (-ar/al)
just like verbs and adjectives. Reduplication was also a way of making nouns plural in Sundanese.
Furthermore, results showed that the agreement of nouns with verbs and adjectives in number as well as
the order of affixes within words or sentences matter in the language. Some interesting observations that
were noticed in the data included the attachments of certain affixes in Sundanese. Some affixes, like /-
an/, required verbs to have objects or complements, otherwise they would be ungrammatical. Other
affixes were attached to verbs only when more than one argument was involved, for example, the suffix
/-kin/.

Moreover, some forms of verbs require certain words to precede or follow them in Sundanese
sentences. For example, in the benefactive verbs, the word kango ‘for’ must follow the verb and precede
the indirect object. In the causative form of verbs, the word miwararn ‘make’ preceded both the verb and
the object.

Syntactically, results showed that nouns preceded all other determiners, adjectives, genitives, and
possessive pronouns. Numbers and agentive modifiers, on the other hand, did not follow this rule; that is,
they preceded other nouns. Furthermore, Sundanese is an SVO language; that is, subjects always precede
verbs and objects while prepositional phrases or complements follow verbs. These results were similar to
what have been found in previous literature (e.g., Hardjadibrata, 1985; Miiller, 2001; and Doran and
Bangga, 2022). Interestingly, the word aja ‘exist/here’, which denotes the meaning of existence, was
present before prepositions in some sentences of the data, and it seemed to appear in sentences with no
overt main verbs. This finding was not previously discussed in the literature of Sundanese, at least to the
author’s knowledge. Since only a few sentences contained this word, rules that govern the presence of
this word remained unknown and required further investigations.

Regarding reflexives, both nouns and adjectives could be relativized in Sundanese. Noun phrases
were relativized to indicate possessiveness while adjectives were relativized to distinguish between
intentional and unintentional actions. Reflexives were always followed by the word palira, which means
‘self’. Interestingly, two other words were used in the data to indicate the reflexive ‘self’: soranan and diri.
The two words falira and diri were used for people while soranan was used for non-humans. The only
difference found between palira and diri was that palira followed the pronoun it described while diri

always preceded it. It even preceded the word palira when both occurred in one sentence.

Another interesting finding about Sundanese syntactic structures was observed in the use of
Sundanese temporal adverbs. To indicate the past tense, the adverb parantos was used. However, when
adjectives were involved, a different temporal adverb was used, kapupkur. For the future tense, two
adverbs were used in the language: bade and bakal. The adverb bade was used for immediate or near
future actions, while bakal was used for far future actions.

7. Conclusion

This paper provides a morphological, syntactic, and phonological analysis of Sundanese, an
indigenous language that is spoken in West Java, Indonesia. Sundanese people, although they form one
of the largest ethnic groups in Indonesia, showed a tendency towards teaching their younger generations
Indonesian and English instead, the two official languages in the country. This, if continued, would pose
a threat to the stability of Sundanese and result in causing the language to become endangered. More
than two hundred words of the Swadesh list were translated, transcribed, and used in sentences by a male
informant who is a native speaker of the language. The current study aims to contribute to the literature
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of the language by providing some linguistic characteristics of Sundanese and comparing results to what
has been introduced in the literature. Data were observed, and patters were grouped and categorized for
analysis. Results showed some similarities and differences to the findings of other previous works in the
field. Conclusions were drawn and comparisons were made where appropriate.
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Appendix

Table Al. Swadesh list chart.

English word Singular Plural Plural (many) Verb (passive)
1 I simkurir
2 you (singular) and3an
3 he manghna?
4 we uransararea?
5 You (plural) arand3ona?
6 they maranehna?
7 this ijo?
8 that itu?
9 here didija?
10 there diditu?
11 who saha?
12 what kulan
13 where kamana? kamarana? kamararana?
14 when iraha?
15 how kumaha?
16 not henta? harenta? hararenta?
17 all sadajana?
18 many sa?ar sala?ar salala?ar
19 some sababaraha?
20 few sakadik sakaradik sakararadik
21 other nusanesna’?
22 one hidzi?
23 two duwa?
24 three tilu?
25 four opat
26 five lima?
27 big agon
28 long pand3ar
29 wide laga?
30 thick kandsl
31 heavy abat (polite)
32 small alit (polite)

Iatik (impolite)

33 short pondok
34 narrow sompit
35 thin Pipis
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Table Al. (Continued).

English word Singular Plural Plural (many) Verb (passive)
36 woman istri? (polite)
awewe? (impolite)
37 man (adult male) pamagsat (polite)
lalaki? (impolite)
38 Man (human being) manusa? (polite)
d31lima?(impolite)
39 child murankali?
40 wife pamad3ikan
41 husband salaki?
42 mother punbijan (polite) ?m?mma?an
ma? (impolite)
43 father bapa?
44 animal sato?
45 fish lavk
46 bird manuk
47 dog £0gog
48 louse kutunbila?
49 snake Poral
50 worm tfafig
51 tree tankal tatapkalan
52 forest laway
53 stick topkat totopkatan
54 fruit buwah bubuwahan
55 seed binih bibinihan
56 leaf davn dadawunan
57 root akar aakaran
58 bark kulitankal sa?ar kulitankal
59 flower kembary kekombanan
60 grass d3ukut d3zud3ukutan
61 rope tali? tatalilan
62 skin kulit kukulitan
63 meat dagiy dadaginan
64 blood gotih glgittihan
65 bone tularg tutulanan
66 fat (n.) gad3th gagad3lhan
67 egg ?andog ?a?andogan
68 horn tanduk tatandokan
69 tail buntut bubuntutan
70 feather bulu bubuluwan
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Table Al. (Continued).

English word Singular Plural Plural (many) Verb (passive)
71 hair bu?uk bubu?ukan
72 head mastaka? (polite) mamastaka?an
hulu (animal) huhuluwan
73 ear tfopil (polite) t/tfabilan
tfeli? (impolite) tfatfalijan
74 eye sotfa? susutfa?an
75 nose paganbuy babaganbunan
76 mouth lamb1? lalambtjan
77 tooth waus wawausan
78 tongue letah leletahan
79 fingernail kukuramu? kukukukuramu?an
80 foot sampegjan sasanbgjana
81 leg suku? susukuwan
82 knee tu?ur tutu?uran
83 hand pananan papanananan
84 wing sajarn sasajanan
85 belly patuwanan babstwanarn
86 guts batwananan babstwanan
87 neck bahen babshena
tonlk totan Ikan
88 back bunduk bubundukan
89 breast bajun babajunan
dada (animal) dadadada?an
90 heart hate? hahatejan
91 liver lipar lilipiran
92 drink Pevet Parare?1d
93 eat mmam araromaman
94 bite nunah nararupahan dikupah
95 suck nnamut nanaramutan dikamut
96 spit niduh Njaraniduhan ditfiduh (s)
ditfarariduh(pl)
97 vomit onkek aronkek araropkek di?onkek  (s)
diaraonkek (pl)
98 blow nijup narijup nararijup
99 breathe nighap Narighap Nararinhap distnhap (s)
disararinhap (pl)
100 laugh sari? saltri? salaltri? distri?
101 see nala? narala? ditela?
102 hear dene? dararene? didene?/
103 know toray tolarar tolalaran ditaran
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Table Al. (Continued).

English word Singular Plural Plural (many) Verb (passive)
104 think mikir malikir malalikir dipikir
105 smell nambt? narampt? nararampt? di?ampt?
106 fear sijin sarejin sararejin disgjin
107 sleep ebog arebug ararebug diebug
108 live hirup halirup halalirup dihirup
109 die maot marawut mararawut dipawut
110 kill mathan marachan mararachan dipaghan
111 fight golut garalot gararalot digalut
112 hunt muru? maluru? malaluru? diburu?
113 hit nund3uvk narund3uvk nararund3uk ditund3uk
114 cut motorn marutur) mararutun diputun
115 split ptlah partlah parartlah diptlah
116 stab nod3us narud3us nararud3us ditud3us
117 scratch garu? galaru? galalaru? digaru?
118 dig pali? parali? nararali? dikali?
119 swim nodzal nardd3al narardd3al di?dd3ar
120 fly (v.) napuy parapur) pararapur) di?apun
121 walk lampan lalompar lalalompar dilampay
122 come sumpir) sarumpin sararumpirn disumpin
123 lie wadul waradul wararadul diwadul
124 sit tfalik tfaralik tfararalik ditfaltk
125 stand tatih taratih tararatih ditatih
126 turn menkol marenkol mararenkol dipepkol
127 fall gobis garobis gararobis digobis
128 give masihan marasihan mararasihan dipasihan
129 hold Napay Narapar Nararapan ditfapay
130 squeeze maras malaras malalaros diparas
131 rub nosok nardsok narardsok dikdsok
132 wash nombah narombah pararombah dikombah
133 wipe nalap paralap nararalap di?slap
134 pull narik nalarik nalalarik ditarik
135 push doroy daloron dalaloroy didoroy
136 throw mitf1n maritf In mararit/1n dipitf 1n
137 tie nali? narali? nararali? ditali?
138 sew dza?i1t d3zara?1t d3zarara?1t didza?it
139 count nituy nariton narariton di?ituy
140 say harijos Nalarijos Nalalarijos dit[arijos
141 sing haltan haraltar hararaltan dihaltar
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Table Al. (Continued).

English word Singular Plural Plural (many) Verb (passive)
142 play ?aman Paraman Pararamar di?aman
143 float namboy narambor) nararamborn di?ambor
144 flow nalir nalalir nalalalir di?lir
145 freeze baku baraku bararaku dibaku
146 swell rahitt larahtt lalarahtt dirahit
147 sun panonpowe? papandnpdwejan dipapandonpowejan
148 moon bulan bubulanan
149 star bentarn bepentangan
150 water tfai? tftfaijan ditfai?
151 rain hud3zan huhud3anan
152 river sune~? susune~jan
153 lake situ? sisitv?an
154 sea lawut lalawttan lalalawUtanana
155 salt ujah u?u?jahan u?u?jahanana
156 stone batu? babatuvwan babattwanana
157 sand pasir papasiran papasiranana
158 dust labu? lalebuwan lalebuowanana
159 earth bomi? bobomijan bobomijanana
160 cloud hasip hahasipan
161 fog halimun hahalimUnan
162 sky lapit lalapit lalalanit
163 wind Pani"n
164 SNow sald3u? sasald3zu?an
165 ice Pes sa?ar Pes
166 smoke hasip hahasipan dihasip
167 fire sint? ststna?an distnt?
168 ashes labu? lalobuvwan dilebu?
169 burn dorok dalorok dalaloruk diduruk
170 road dzalan d3zad3alanan didzalan
171 mountain gunur gugunonan
172 red birim balirim balaltrim dibtrim
173 green hed3o? haredzo? harared30? dihed30?
174 yellow koner karoner kararonen dikonen
175 white bodas barodas bararodas dibodas
176 black hidin haridin hararid iy dihid iy
177 night wani warani wararani
178 day dentan darintan dararintan
179 year taun or ta¥on taraun tararabn
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Table Al. (Continued).

English word Singular Plural Plural (many) Verb (passive)
180 warm hantt harantt hararantt dihantt
181 cold tiris taliris talaliris ditiris
182 full kemirka?an kalam1Irka?an kalalom1irka?an
183 new ?aner ?alaner ?alalanar
184 old (things) kolot karolot kararolot
old(people) sepuh sarapuh sararapuh
185 good sale? sara’e? sararale? disa’e?
186 bad Pawon Parawon Pararawon di?awon
187 rotten buruk baluruk balaluruk
188 dirty kotor kalotor kalalotor dikotor
189 straight lampary lalampary lalalampar) nalempankin (active)
dilempankin (passive)
190 round bulid barulid bararultd nabulidan (active)
dibultdan (passive)
191 sharp stkit sartkit sarartktt distkit
192 dull mintol marIntol mararIntul mIntvlan (active)
dipIntvlan
193 smooth ltmis laltmis lalaltmis paltmtsan (active)

dilimtsan (passive)

194 wet basth barasth bararasth nabasthan (active)
dibasthan (passive)

195 dry garin galarip galalarin nagarinan (active)
digarinan
196 correct larts lalarts lalalarts nalartsan (active)

dilartsan (passive)

197 near tfaket tfaraket tfararakst nakstkin

198 far tabih tarabih tararabih nabihkin/nabi an
(active)

199 right katuhu? karatuhu? kararatuhu? patuhuktn/natuhuan
(active)

200 left kent[a? karentfa? kararent[a? nent” fa?kin/nent” [a
?an (active)

201 at di?

202 in dilobat dilalebat dilalalabat

203 with saroy) sararan

204 and d3iy

205 if Pupami’?

206 because komargt?

207 name nami?(polite) naran narami nararami dinami

(regular)
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