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The authors declare that there is no conflict of interest from any party. The paper is from the PhD thesis of the corresponding author and the various co-authors contributed in various way. The novelty of this research stern from the fact that, it bridges the gap in literature as it susses and addresses two of the principal constraints identified by (UNEP 2006). As such, the study provides detailed scientific data on four heavy metals and provides a quantitative and statistical assessment of their concentrations as well as their sources to the Fosu Lagoon.  The authors have contributed in various ways in preparing the paper. Each of the author had a role pertinent to the paper in the form of contributions to conception and design, acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data. The paper emanated from the first author’s PhD thesis that he submitted to the University of Cape Coast, Ghana. The second and third authors mooted the ideas for the paper and contributed in various ways in making the paper a reality in the form of proof reading and editing. They edited the manuscript and made other contributions in the form of shaping the methodogical issues in the paper.  The fourth and five authors were the main and co-supervisors to the thesis.  The sixth author designed the maps used for the paper by employing remote sensing and GIS applications. He also helped in the various statistical analyses.  All the authors have pledged their support and have peer reviewed the paper.  The field of interest of the authors resonates water quality analysis, coastal geomorphology, water resources management, marine debris and landscape analysis
All the authors consent to the submission of this paper for review and subsequent publication in this renowned journal. 
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