Footnotes:
1. There are distinctions between ‘Deaf’ and ‘deaf’. According to Paddy (2003) [10]: ‘Deaf’ refers to those who are born Deaf or defended in early (sometimes late) childhood, for whom the sign languages, communities, and cultures of the Deaf collective represents their primary experience and allegiance’(p. xviii). In this study, when referring to deaf people, we adopt the term ‘deaf’, as some of the participants involved in the campaign and this study are not fully Deaf in identity, but still support the recognition of sign language.
2. Although in other related activities on this motion, HKSL was specified, the original wording in the official record of the motion was ‘striving to make sign language an official language of Hong Kong’, i.e., HKSL was not specified.  
3. The content cited by the proposal from UNCRPD (UN General Assembly, 2006) includes: “Accept and facilitate the use of sign languages (Article 21, e)”; “States Parties should ensure that the education of persons, and in particular children, who are blind, deaf or deafblind, is delivered in the most appropriate languages and modes and means of communication for the individual, and in environments which maximize academic and social development (Article 24, 3c)”; and “Persons with disabilities shall be entitled, on an equal basis with others, to recognition and support of their specific cultural and linguistic identity, including sign languages and deaf culture (Article 30, 4)”.
4. The original table in the file was bilingual, which is the convention for the official documents in Hong Kong.
5. Differ in factors such as level of hearing loss, family/socio-environment one is in, educational background, and personal preference, a few deaf participants interviewed in this study also use Cantonese on a regular basis, for example, in interacting with hearing families, or with hearing colleague at work. (But the proficiency of their Cantonese is unknown, neither is it the subject of discussion in this study).
6. The proficiency in HKSL is not a mandatory criterion of this group. However, most of them are highly proficient in HKSL.
7. The researcher is a native speaker of Mandarin and is fluent in Cantonese and HKSL.
8. If not stated otherwise, all translations are from Cantonese  and HKSL, depending on the interviewee.
9. 蔡雯文 (2017, January, 12) 手語成官方語言動議被否決 (Translation: The Motion on ‘Striving to make sign language an official language of Hong Kong’ was voted down. Epoch Times. Retrieved from http://www.epochtimes.com/b5/17/1/12/n8694276.htm
10. One participant in the hearing-related group answered ‘no’ for Question 1, but s/he was involved in the campaign. As s/he humorously said: “You know, usually people who are involved in a course does not follow the news reports on it. ”
11. According to the ‘2016 Population by Census Thematic Report: Ethnic Minorities’ (HKSAR, 2016), there were a total of 58, 383 ethnic minorities, constituting 8.0 % of the whole population in Hong Kong. A significant proportion of them is foreign domestic helpers from the Philippines, Indonesia, and immigrants from South Asia and other western countries.


Tables: 
Table 1. The voting result of the motion on ‘Striving to make sign language an official language of Hong Kong’ 
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Table 2. Distribution of gender of the three groups of participants
	Gender
	deaf
	hearing-related
	hearing-unrelated
	Total

	Female
	6
	7
	4
	17

	Male
	4
	3
	6
	13



Table 3. Distribution of different age ranges of the participants
	Age range
	deaf
	hearing-related
	hearing-unrelated
	Total

	20-30
	0
	5
	4
	9

	30-40
	5
	4
	5
	14

	40-50
	3
	1
	0
	4

	50-60
	2
	 0
	1
	3



Table 4. The educational attainment of the participants
	Education attainment
	deaf
	hearing-related
	hearing-unrelated
	Total

	Lower secondary
	0
	 0
	1
	1

	Upper secondary
	7
	0 
	0
	7

	Post-secondary
	3
	10
	9
	22



Table 5. The distribution of the vocations of the participants (by fields)
	Field of vocation
	deaf
	hearing-related
	hearing-unrelated
	Total

	Agriculture, forestry, and fishing
	1
	 
	 
	1

	Import/export, wholesale and retail trades
	 
	 
	2
	2

	Information and communications
	 
	 
	1
	1

	Financial service activities
	 
	 
	1
	1

	Professional, scientific and technical
	3
	4
	 
	7

	Administrative and support service activities
	1
	 
	1
	2

	Public administration
	 
	 
	1
	1

	Education
	3
	4
	 
	7

	Human health and social work activities
	 
	2
	3
	5

	Other service activities
	1
	 
	1
	2

	Work activities within domestic households
	1
	 
	 
	1


(Note: The fields listed in the table follows the industrial classification defined in Hong Kong Standard Industrial Classification (HSIC) Version 2.0, HKSAR, 2009. [24])

Table 6. Details of the supporting reasons mentioned by each participant in the deaf group
	Participant
	Reason 1
	Reason 2
	Reason 3
	Reason 4
	Reason 5
	Reason 6

	
	Equal human right
	Improve sign interpretation and living quality of the deaf
	Better education for the deaf
	Better social environment for the next deaf generation
	Good for the development of HKSL
	Legal safeguard 

	D1
	
	
	*
	*
	
	

	D2
	*
	*
	
	
	
	

	D3
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	

	D4
	*
	*
	
	*
	*
	

	D5
	
	*
	
	*
	*
	

	D6
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	

	D7
	*
	*
	
	*
	
	

	D8
	
	*
	
	
	*
	

	D9
	
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	D10
	 
	*
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total
	5
	9
	4
	7
	6
	1





Table 7. Details of the supporting reasons mentioned by each participant in the deaf group
	Participant
	Reason 1
	Reason 2
	Reason 3
	Reason 4
	Reason 5
	Reason 6

	
	Equal human right
	Improve sign interpretation and living quality of the deaf
	Better education for the deaf
	Better social environment for the next deaf generation
	Good for the development of HKSL
	Legal safeguard 

	HR2
	
	*
	
	
	
	

	HR3
	*
	
	*
	*
	*
	*

	HR4
	
	*
	
	
	*
	

	HR5
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	

	HR6
	*
	
	
	
	*
	

	HR7
	*
	*
	*
	
	
	*

	HR8
	*
	*
	
	
	*
	

	Total
	5
	5
	3
	2
	5
	2



Table 8. Details of the supporting reasons mentioned by each participant in the hearing-unrelated group
	Participant
	Reason 1
	Reason 2
	Reason 3
	Reason 4
	Reason 5
	Reason 6

	
	Equal human right
	Improve sign interpretation and living quality of the deaf
	Better education for the deaf
	Better social environment for the next deaf generation
	Good for the development of HKSL
	Legal safeguard 

	HU1
	*
	*
	
	
	
	

	HU5
	*
	*
	
	
	*
	*

	HU7
	*
	*
	
	
	
	

	HU9
	
	*
	
	
	
	

	HU10
	
	*
	*
	
	
	

	Total
	3
	5
	1
	0
	1
	1



Table 9. Summary of answers to Question 5a by three groups of participants
	Best situations in 10 years
	deaf 
	hearing-related 
	hearing-unrelated 
	Total

	HKSL is recognized as an official language.
	1
	3
	2
	6

	The society becomes inclusive, such as in education, media, and public services, sign interpretation services are well facilitated and accessible in these areas. Hearing and deaf people can communicate and cooperate easily. 
	6
	8
	6
	20

	The public gets an education on HKSL and Deaf culture. Everyone knows that HKSL is a language and can communicate with deaf people in basic HKSL.
	2
	0
	6
	8

	Deaf people can equally participate in society as hearing people. They are equally respected; they get equal educational opportunities; they can work in most occupations, and they get the same amount of information.
	3
	2
	2
	7

	Deaf people are more aware of their identity, culture, and rights
	1
	0
	0
	1



Table 10. Summary of answers to Question 5b by three groups of participants
	Worst situations in 10 years
	deaf
	hearing-related
	hearing-unrelated 
	Total 

	The situation for deaf people remains the same.
The government does not acknowledge and support the use of HKSL;
Deaf people still live passively in the society in their relatively closed circles, with low social status, little sign interpretation support, many barriers in education, work, and communication; 
The public knows and cares very little about deaf people’s need.
	8
	5
	8
	21

	Deaf children no longer have access to sign language in schools. The SLCO program shuts down. There is no deaf school, or deaf schools do not use sign language in teaching.
	3
	3
	0
	6

	People no longer fight for the right of using HKSL and the right for deaf people in Hong Kong. 
There are fewer and fewer sign interpreters because they do not earn enough money.
Deaf community and HKSL eventually disappear.
	1
	5
	2
	8



Table 11. Summary of answers to Question 5c by three groups of participants
	Best situations for now
	deaf 
	hearing-related 
	hearing-unrelated 
	Total 

	Governors revisit the issue of recognition of HKSL and listen more about the need of deaf people.
	1
	2
	1
	4

	The government actively promote HKSL to the public.
	0
	2
	5
	7

	The public gets to know more about HKSL and deaf people and know more about their strengths. The cooperation between hearing and deaf people improves.
	4
	3
	6
	13

	Deaf education improves. Deaf children and their parents have more access to HKSL. 
	1
	1
	0
	2

	Deaf people better participate in society; they become more confident, explore the world more actively. They have more working opportunities.
	2
	2
	0
	4

	Deaf people get better access to surrounding information. More sign interpretation in schools, public services, and media, especially emergency announcements and live telecasted events. 
	4
	1
	1
	6

	Training of sign interpretation, HKSL are boosted. The quality of sign interpretation and the number of sign interpreters improve.
	3
	2
	0
	5





Figures:

Figure 1. Count of answers to Question 1 of the three groups
(Question 1: Have you read any news on the event of striving for the official recognition of HKSL?)


Figure 2. Distribution of informed type in the three groups


Figure 3. Different attitudes towards the recognition of HKSL by the three groups


NO	
deaf	hearing-related	hearing-unrelated	1	1	6	YES	
deaf	hearing-related	hearing-unrelated	9	9	4	


guided by the researcher	
deaf	hearing-related	hearing-unrelated	1	9	self-informed	
deaf	hearing-related	hearing-unrelated	9	10	1	


support	
deaf	hearing-related	hearing-unrelated	Total	10	7	5	22	neutral	
deaf	hearing-related	hearing-unrelated	Total	2	3	5	not support	
deaf	hearing-related	hearing-unrelated	Total	1	2	3	
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