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2. A brief description of the novelty and importance of the findings detailed in the paper: 
This research is a pilot study investigating the attitudes towards the official recognition of Hong Kong Sign Language (HKSL) by Hong Kong citizens. We adopted the semi-structured interview as our methodology and recruited three groups of participants. Each group includes ten interviewees: 1) deaf members of the Deaf community in Hong Kong; 2) hearing people who are involved in the Deaf community daily, and 3) hearing people who have little contact with deaf people and the Deaf community. Concerning many deaf interviewees may have poorer literacy in Chinese, and to ensure each group is equally efficient in the communication. The interviews with hearing participants were conducted in Cantonese, and in HKSL for the deaf group. Despite the relatively small number of participants, this pilot study provides us a preliminary picture of different perspectives by the three groups of people in society.
To our knowledge, this is the first study that investigates attitudes towards the official recognition of Hong Kong Sign Language. It is also one of the very few sociolinguistic studies on language attitude towards a sign language and recognition. 
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