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Preached�on�July�8,�1741,�“Sinners� in�the�Hands�of�an�Angry�God”�re�

mains�Jonathan�Edwards’s�most�famous�written�work�and�a�classic�of�the�

Great�Awakening�of�New�England.�The�long-famed�power�of�this�sermon�

UHVWV�QRW�RQO�� LQ�KLV�VHDULQJ�LPDJHV�RI�KHOOILUH�DQ�� WKH� LQVHFXULW��WKH��

elicit,�but�also�in�the�Calvinistic�thoughts�Edwards�imparts�to�his�En�eld�

OLVWHQHUV��7KLV�SDSHU�PDLQO��H[DPLQHV�VRPH�EDVLF��RFWULQHV�RI�&DOYLQLVP�
Edward�expresses� in�this� sermon,�such�as�God’s�absolute�sovereignty,�

RULJLQDO�VLQ��KXPDQ��HSUDYLW���DQ���LYLQH�HOHFWLRQ��HWF�.H�ZRUGV�

-RQDWKDQ�(�ZDU�V

Great�Awakening

&DOYLQLVP

��RUUHVSRQGLQJ��XWKRU�
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VHUPRQ�SUHDFKH�� RQ�-XO����� ����� LQ�(QILHO���

Connecticut,� “Sinners� in� the�Hands�of�an�Angry�

God”�remains�Jonathan�Edwards’s�most�famous�

written�work�and�a�classic�of�the�Great�Awakening�of�New�

England,�“an�extraordinary��ood�of� religious�excitement�

WKDW�VXUJH��DFURVV�WKH�FRORQLHV��ZKLFK�EURXJKW�FKDQJHV�LQ�

WKH�3XULWDQ�WKHRORJ��DQ��PD�H�UHOLJLRXV�PRUH�SRSXODU�DQ��

�HPRFUDWLF�E��HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKH� LQ�LYL�XDO�H[SHULHQFH�RI�

FRQYHUVLRQ�DQ��VWUHVVLQJ�WKH�HPRWLRQDO�FRQYLFWLRQ���-LQ�/L�

������XULQJ�WKLV�UHOLJLRXV�UHYLYDO��RQH�FKXUFK�LQ�(QILHO��

KD�� UHPDLQH��PDLQO��XQLQIOXHQFH���VR�WKH�SDVWRU�RI� WKLV�

church�invited�Edwards,�the�key��gure�in�the�Great�Awak�

HQLQJ��WR�SUHDFK�WR�WKHP��,Q�KLV�VHUPRQ��(�ZDU�V�ZDUQH��

WKRVH�VLQQHUV�ZKR�VWLOO�UHIXVH��&KULVW�V�FDOO�RI� WKHLU�SUH�

FDULRXV�VLWXDWLRQ�E��HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKH�WHUURUV�RI�EHLQJ�ORVW��

WKH��DQJHUV�RI�VLQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�KRUURUV�RI�KHOO��%��XVH�RI�

LPDJHU���(�ZDU�V�DLPH�� LQ�KLV�VHUPRQ�WR�FRQYH��WR�KLV�

DX�LHQFH�WKLV�PHVVDJH�WKDW�+HOO�ZDV�D�UHDO�SODFH�DQ�� LI�

WKH��VWLOO�FRQWLQXH�ZLWKRXW�&KULVW�ZKDW�ZDV�DZDLWLQJ�WKHP�

was�a�horri�c�reality.�

2.�Calvinistic�Doctrines�Re�ected�in�Jonathan�
(GZDUGV�V��6LQQHUV�LQ�WKH�+DQGV�RI�DQ��QJU��
*RG�

“In�traditional�form,�Edwards�gives�his�text�four�implica�

WLRQV�RI�WKH�WH[W��DQ��WHQ��REVHUYDWLRQV��XSRQ�KLV�UHD�LQJ�

RI�LW�� EHIRUH�KH�SDVVHV�RQ�WR�LWV� �DSSOLFDWLRQ�� WR�KLV�DX�
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�LHQFH���&D���������V�D�W�SLFDO�VHUPRQ��HOLYHUH��DW� WKH�

height�of�the�Great�Awakening,�this�“hell-fire� and�brim�

VWRQH��SUHDFKLQJ�SURYL�HV�D�JOLPSVH� LQWR� WKH� WKHRORJ��

of� the�Great�Awakening�of�the�1740s.�In�this�discourse,�

(�ZDU�V��WKH�IRUHPRVW��PHULFDQ�SURSRQHQW�RI�&DOYLQLVP��

had�brilliantly�addressed�the�following�issues:�God’s�abso�

OXWH�VRYHUHLJQW���RULJLQDO�VLQ��KXPDQ��HSUDYLW���DQ���LYLQH�

election,�which�in�e�ect� re�ect�the�in�uences�of�Calvin�

LVP�RQ�(�ZDU�V��

First�named�by�Lutherans,�“Calvinism”,�as�a�religious�

PRYHPHQW��ZDV��HQRWH��E��WKRVH�SHRSOH�ZLWKLQ�WKH� WUD�

dition�as�“Reformed”---a�branch�of�Protestantism�which�

LV��LIIHUHQW� IURP�/XWKHUDQLVP��2QFH��LYL�H�� LQWR� WZR�

VFKRROV�RI�WKRXJKW����UPLQLDQV�DQ��&DOYLQLVWV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�

RSSRVH��WR�HDFK�RWKHU���WKH�5HIRUPH��QRZ�RQO��UHIHUV�WR�

&DOYLQLVWV��VLQFH�WKH�VFKRRO�RI��UPHQLDQV�DUH�UDUHO��FDOOH��

Reformed�these�days.�Stressing�the� sovereignty�of�God,�

&DOYLQLVP�LQFOX�HV�ILYH��RFWULQHV�RI�JUDFH��ZKLFK��DUH�

known�by� the�acronym�T.U.L.I.P.---Total�depravity,�Un�

FRQ�LWLRQDO�HOHFWLRQ��/LPLWH��DWRQHPHQW��,UUHVLVWLEOH�JUDFH�

and�Perseverance�of� the� saints� (http://en.wikipedia.org/

wiki/Calvinism).�

8SRQ�FORVH�LQVSHFWLRQ��ZH�FDQ��LVFHUQ�VRPH�&DOYLQLVWLF�

doctrines�revealed�in�Edwards’s�sermon�“Sinners� in� the�

Hands�of�an�Angry�God”.�In�this�discourse,�Edwards�uses�

the�expression�“Their�foot�shall�slide�in�due�time”�from�

�HXWHURQRP��DV� WKH� WLWOH�RI�WKH�ILUVW�SDUW��ZKLFK�LPSOLHV�

that�those�wicked�unconverted�men,�like�people�walking�in�

VOLSSHU��SODFHV��DUH�IDFH��ZLWK�D��DQJHURXV� VLWXDWLRQ�DQ��

OLDEOH�WR�PHHW�ZLWK�WKHLU�VX��HQ�XQH[SHFWH���HVWUXFWLRQ�DW�

HYHU��PRPHQW��(�ZDU�V�������FFRU�LQJ�WR�(�ZDU�V��RQO��

the�mere�pleasure�of�God�can�save�unconverted�men�from�

the��res�of�hell.�Here,�Edwards�uses�the�mere�pleasure�of�

God�to�refer�to�His�arbitrary�will,�His�sovereign�pleasure,�

hindered�by�no�manner�of�di�culty,�restrained�by�no�ob�

OLJDWLRQ��7KH�XQ�HUO�LQJ�SRLQW�KHUH�LV�LQ�IDFW�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�

doctrine�of�Calvinism:�the�sovereignty�of�God.�According�

to�Calvinism,�“God�claims�an�absolute�sovereignty�over�

HDFK�KXPDQ�VRXO��ZKLFK�EHLQJ�WKXV�HQWLUHO���HSHQ�HQW�RQ�

Him,� is�in�itself� insigni�cant�and�achieves�value�only�in�

VR�IDU�DV�LW�UHIOHFWV�KLV�JORU����6FKQHL�HU�������(�ZDU�V�

KRO�V�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�D�PDQ�LV�EXW�DQ�DFWRU�ZKR�FDQQRW�PL�

UDFXORXVO��HVFDSH�WKH�XQLYHUVDO�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH��UDPD�WR�

ZKLFK�KH�EHORQJV��+HQFH��KH�KDV�QR�IUHH�RP�RI�WKH�ZLOO�

and�can�only�play�the�part�that� the�Almighty�God�has�as�

VLJQH��WR�KLP��HYHQ�WKRXJK�KH�PD��KDUERU�WKH�LOOXVLRQ�RI�

HVFDSLQJ�KLV�IDWH�LQ�KLV�URPDQWLF�PD�QHVV�

Edwards�regards�those�unconverted�men�as�“sinners”�

ZKR�DUH�ERXQ��WR�JR�WR�KHOO�DIWHU��HDWK�EHFDXVH�LI�D�SHUVRQ�

doesn’t�believe�in�God�he�is�totally�condemned.�Edwards�

LQVLVWV�WKDW�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�PRUDO�DQ��VWULFW��ZLVH�DQ��ULJK�

WHRXV�WKH��PD��EH�� WKH�QDWXUDO��XQFRQYHUWH��RU�XQUHJHQ�

erate)�men�remain�as�“the�children�of�the�devil”�(Edwards�

43)�who�are�wicked�and�guilty�so�long�as�they�continue�to�

UHMHFW�&KULVW��7KDW�LV�WR�VD���XQUHJHQHUDWH�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�LV�

�HSUDYH��QRW�LQ�WKH�VHQVH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�RI�EHDXW��LQ�

LW��EXW�LQ�WKDW�LW��RHV�QRW�DWWDLQ�WUXH�YLUWXH�E��FRQYHUWLQJ�WR�

God�because�“ignoring�God�is�the�essence�of�sin�and�the�

VRXUFH�RI��DPQDWLRQ���6FKQHL�HU�������

As�a�great�literary�artist,�Edwards�makes�successful�use�

of�imagery�to�depict�those�sinners�in�the�eyes�of�God:

“The�God�that�holds�you�over�the�pit�of�hell,�much�as�

one�holds�a�spider�or�some�loathsome�insect�over�the��re,�

abhors�you,�and�is�dreadfully�provoked:�His�wrath�toward�

you�burns�like��re;�He�looks�upon�you�as�worthy�of�noth�

LQJ�HOVH�EXW�WR�EH�FDVW� LQWR� WKH�ILUH��+H�LV�RI�SXUHU�H�HV�

WKDQ�WR�EHDU�WR�KDYH��RX�LQ�+LV�VLJKW���RX�DUH�WHQ�WKRXVDQ��

WLPHV�PRUH�DERPLQDEOH�LQ�+LV�H�HV�WKDQ�WKH�PRVW�KDWHIXO�

YHQRPRXV�VHUSHQW�LV�RXUV���(�ZDU�V�����

Just�as�the�love�God�shows�to�his�creatures�is�a�mode�of�

PDQLIHVWLQJ�+LV�JORU���KLV�ZUDWK�WRZDU��WKRVH�ZKR��R�QRW�

FRQVHQW�WR�+LP�LV�HTXDOO��D�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�+LV�JORU���,Q�

the�meantime,�by�describing�the�hell�as�a�place�full�of��res�

DQ��FRPSDULQJ�WKRVH�VLQQHUV�WR�VSL�HUV�RU�VRPH�ORDWKVRPH�

insects,�Edwards�aims�to�achieve�his�purpose�of�“stirring�

WKH�KHDUW��VWLPXODWLQJ�WKH�VRXO��WXUQLQJ�WKH�ZKROH�PDQ�WR�D�

�HYRWH��VHDUFK�IRU�WKH�VSULQJV�RI�JUDFH�ZLWKLQ�+LP���&D���

�����

Contrary�to�the�sinners,�those�who�“believe�in�Christ”,�

who�acts�as�a�Mediator�between�God�and�man,�can�be�

kept�“from�eternal�destruction”� (Edwards�35).�These�re�

JHQHUDWH�SHRSOH�DUH�FRQVL�HUH��E��(�ZDU�V�DV�EHORQJLQJ�

to�the�chosen�people,�the�God-designated�elect�of�the�Pu�

ritans.�“Edwards’s�elect�receives�the�original�gift�of�grace�

WKURXJK�QR�PHULW�RU�SUH�LVSRVLQJ�VXEVWUDWH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ��

�:LOVRQ�������,Q�(�ZDU�V�V�YLHZSRLQW��RQO��WKURXJK� WKH�

DFW�RI�FRQYHUVLRQ�FDQ�D�SHUVRQ�DFKLHYH� WKH�DFWXDO�ULJK�

teousness�because�“God�remakes�human�nature�entire”�

(Knight�118).�That�is�to�say,�when�one��nds�joy�in�its�orig�

inally�encompassing�scope�within�God’s�nature,�he�can�

KDYH�WUXH�YLUWXH�

In�the��nal�section�of�the�sermon,�Edwards� indirectly�

RIIHUV�WR�WKRVH� VLQQHUV�ZKR�DUH�FXUUHQWO��RXW�RI�&KULVW�D�

VHQVH�RI�KRSH�E��WHOOLQJ�KLV�DX�LHQFH�WKDW�WKH�XQFRQYHUWH��

still�“have�an�opportunity�to�obtain�salvation”�(Edwards�

42)�by�entering�the�kingdom�of�God�because�the�only�sal�

vation�for�man�is�to�consent�to�God’s�divine�sovereignty.�

7KH�VLQQHUV�VKRXO��JUDVS�WKLV�H[WUDRU�LQDU��RSSRUWXQLW��WR�

UHFWLI��WKHLU�VLQV�DQ��UHWXUQ�WR�&KULVW��2QO��E��FRQYHUVLRQ�

FDQ�WKH��FKDQJH�IURP�WKH�FKLO�UHQ�RI�WKH��HYLO�WR�WKH�KRO��

and�happy�children�of�God,�thus�escaping�the�miserable�

IDWH�RI��HVWUXFWLRQ��(�ZDU�V�HQ�V�WKH� VHUPRQ�ZLWK�RQH�

�2,��KWWSV����RL�RUJ����������UHW�Y�L������
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�nal�appeal,�“Therefore�let�everyone�that�is�out�of�Christ,�

now�awake�and�fly� from�the�wrath� to�come”�(Edwards�

43).�Edwards�is�deeply�convinced�that�“the�work�of�God�

in�the�conversion�of�one�soul......is�a�more�glorious�work�

WKDQ�WKH�FUHDWLQJ�RI�WKH�ZKROH�PDWHULDO�XQLYHUVH���&DUSHQ�

WHU������

���&RQFOXVLRQ

Edwards’s�theological�work�“Sinners�in�the�Hands�of�an�

Angry�God”�continues� to�be�a� leading�example�of� the�

Great�Awakening�sermon,� in�which�he�is� rooted� in�Re�

IRUPH�� WKHRORJ��DQ��H[SUHVVHV�VRPH�EDVLF��RFWULQHV�RI�

Calvinism,� such�as�God’s�absolute�sovereignty,�original�

VLQ��KXPDQ��HSUDYLW���DQ���LYLQH�HOHFWLRQ��HWF��7KH�ORQJ�

IDPH��SRZHU�RI�WKLV�VHUPRQ�UHVWV�QRW�RQO��LQ�KLV�VHDULQJ�

images�of�hell�re�and�the�insecurity�they�elicit,�but�also�

in�the�Calvinistic�thoughts�Edwards�imparts�to�his�En�eld�

listeners.�As�“colonial�America’s�greatest� theologian�and�

philosopher......the�towering��gure�of�an�age�in�which�reli�

gion�predominated”�(Gallagher�202),�Edwards�succeeded�

in�achieving�his�aim�of�kindling�the�hard-case�congre�

gation�of�En�eld�by� rendering�his�audience�reach�an�un�

shakable�conclusion:�only�the�grace�of�God�can�save�them�

IURP�HWHUQDO��HVWUXFWLRQ�� ,Q� WKH�PHDQZKLOH�� WKH�RUJDQLF��

DUWLVWLF��DQ��SRHWLF�ZD��LQ�ZKLFK�WKLV�VHUPRQ�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�

also�testi�es�to�its�artistic�value�as�a�classic�of�early�Amer�

LFDQ�OLWHUDWXUH�DV�ZHOO� DV�-RQDWKRQ�(�ZDU�V��ULJKW�WR�WKH�

QDPH�RI�D�JUHDW�DUWLVW��
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